enactment” Work-in-Progress of an article that was ten in the San Francisco Call newspaper
by reporter Miriam Michelson on the deck of the Australia, 22 September 1897

Written by
Helen Edyth M. Lincoln Lee Kwai aka "Didi"
A presentation by
Ka Lei Maile Ali'i Hawaiian Civic Club (including Leon Siu & Dr Ron Williams giving historical context)

Waimanalo Beach Park Pavilion
Tuesday, July 14, 2015
6pm Dinner & 7pm Presentation

Ka Lei Maile Ali'i - The Queen's Women was first performed at a celebration of Queen Lili'uokalani’s
birthday in 2001 at the Kana'ina Building, on the grounds of "lolani Palace. Taken from the story that appeared
in the San Francisco Call in 1897, the one-act play is a re-enactment of a now famous meeting in Hilo between
Hui Aloha "Aina o Na Wahine (Women’s Hawaiian Patriotic League) and the maka'ainana. The subject of that
gathering was the Ku'e Petition, also known as the Monster Petition, signed by nearly every kanaka maoli
living at that time.

The petition was returned to Hawai'i nei by Dr. Noenoe Silva in 1997 from the National Archives of the
Library of Congress in Washington, DC. It was on display at the Bishop Museum in 1998. Since then, it has
become one of the most powerful tools for independence dialogue in the Hawaiian sovereignty movement, and
is the one document all kanaka maoli can point to that represents the true unified voice of our people. It
remains proof of the unity of mind and spirit that all of us inherited from our kiipuna who loved us so.
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