Pü‘ä Foundation Unveils New Textbook
on Political and Legal History of Hawai‘i
WHAT:

Ua Mau Ke Ea Sovereignty Endures: An Overview of the Political and Legal History of the Hawaiian Islands
by David Keanu Sai, Ph.D.

ABOUT THE TEXTBOOK:

Ua Mau Ke Ea takes the reader on a journey from eighteenth century Hawai‘i under the rule of King
Kamehameha I, through the nineteenth century of the Hawaiian Kingdom, and up to the twenty-first
century of occupation. The book offers a political science perspective on the repercussions of the illegal
overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom government on January 17, 1893, and the impact of two executive
agreements entered into between Queen Lili‘iuokalani and President Grover Cleveland that still resonate
in Hawai‘i’s society today. Grounded in recognized legal and political theory, Dr. Sai covers critical events
surrounding this defining period in Hawai‘i’s history, including the cession of the Kingdom of Hawai‘i to
Great Britain by Kamehameha I, introduction of Christianity, international recognition of Hawaiian
sovereignty, government reform, the 1887 revolt, United States intervention and ultimately the prolonged
occupation of the Hawaiian Islands.

HERE’S WHAT SOME ARE SAYING:

Secondary educators in Hawai‘i are extremely fortunate to be able to access the rarest of pedagogical
materials for the required Hawai`i DOE Modern Hawaiian History course: an academically sound and
well-written textbook.
Amy Perruso, M.A., Mililani High School
Teacher - Pre-AP Modern Hawaiian History/ Participation in
Democracy, A.P. U.S. History and A.P. Government and Politics
A concise, yet detailed account of the legal and political history of Hawai‘i for advanced students… Heavily
dependent on primary sources and contextualization, this book is a radical departure from “conventional”
histories with some truly fresh insights on the Hawaiian Kingdom and Hawai‘i’s current legal status. By
focusing on Hawai‘i’s often-neglected legal infrastructure, Sai shows its problematic—and ultimately
occupied—nature.
Umi Perkins, Ph.D. Candidate, Kamehameha Schools Kapälama
Teacher, High School Honors Hawaiian History
Breakthrough! Sai has produced the most insightful work to date on the foundations of the political and
legal history of the Kingdom of Hawaii and it’s relevance to Hawaiian political life today.
Peter Kalawai‘a Moore, Ph.D.
Windward Community College
Instructor and Coordinator, Hawaiian Studies

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Go to www.puafoundation.org

