SYLLABUS for PACE 485

Topics in Peace and Conflict Resolution:

Protest under Occupation

Summer 2010 (First Session)

Room: To Be Announced

Monday-Friday 9:00-10:15am

Instructor

Kūhiō Vogeler (vogeler@hawaii.edu)

Office: To Be Announced

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00-9:00am

I. Introduction

Nonviolent protest is applied differently depending on the specific goal and context of the political action. For example, in the 1930s and 1940s Mahatma Gandhi’s nonviolent protests were directed at extricating South Asia from British colonialism. In the 1950s and 1960s, Martin Luther King’s protests during the US civil rights movement centered on changing American laws and attitudes regarding African Americans. Gene Sharp explains, in Waging Nonviolent Struggle, that, “Before attempting to plan an overall grand strategy for a long-term phased nonviolent struggle, or limited strategies for individual campaigns within that struggle, it is necessary first to gather and analyze much information about the context in which the conflict will occur.” Thus, determining the political and legal context for nonviolent protest defines the methods and tactics employed.

Eyal Benvenisti, in The International Law of Occupation, defines occupation as “effective control of a power (be it one or more states or an international organization, such as the United Nations) over a territory to which that power has no sovereign title, without the violation of the sovereign territory.” Krystina Marek, Identity and Continuity of States in Public International Law explains that, “belligerent occupation effects no transfer of sovereignty.”
This course, Protest under Occupation, will explore nonviolent protest when one Independent State controls the territory of another Independent State (or international organization, such as the UN), without the transfer of sovereign title. One country (Independent State) may control the territory of another country, but that does not mean that the territory merges with that of the occupant. For example, the United States currently occupies Iraq: this territory has not become a state within the US. Iraq is still Iraq. And while the US is occupying Iraq, protests are continuing in the United States to end the US occupation of Iraq. 

This does not mean that occupation is not contested. Often application of the term occupation is contested. Some of the examples that we examine will be areas where occupation is contested. For example, the occupation of the Baltic States remains contested (sporadically) by Russia. And the US maintains that Hawai‘i is the 50th state of the Union. As we examine these examples of nonviolent protest under occupation, we will explore the ways that contestation changes the dynamics of the protest. 

To be clear, the term occupation is not applied in a moral sense, but according to international law. Moreover, the intent of this class is not make moral decisions or to chose sides with regard to the examination of nonviolent protest under occupation. The purpose here is to examine the relative effectiveness of nonviolent protests and campaigns within the context of occupation. 
Specifically, this course will focus primarily nonviolent protest during Germany’s World War II occupation of France, during Indonesia’s occupation of East Timor, during Israel’s occupation of Palestine, during the Soviet occupation of the Baltic States, during the US occupation of Hawai‘i, and during the US occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan. The purpose will be to understand how the international context of occupation changes the dynamics of nonviolent struggle.

To begin, this course will focus on the international legal context of occupation. What is a State under international law? What is occupied territory? What is humanitarian law? How did international law develop to address military occupation? What protection does international law provide for the occupied State? What are the responsibilities of the occupant? Are these laws applied evenly, in all circumstances? If not, when does the application of these laws change? Under international law, are prolonged occupations treated the same as short-term occupations?

Once we have explored the international legal context, we will then examine the roots of nonviolent protest, beginning with Martin Luther King, Jr., then delving into Gene Sharp’s new book, Waging Nonviolent Struggle. Through Sharp’s book, we will examine the methods and dynamics of nonviolent struggle. 

We will then examine seven cases of nonviolent struggle in the context of occupation: Germany’s occupation of Vichy France, Indonesia’s occupation of East Timor, Israel’s occupation of the West Bank, the Soviet occupation of the Baltic States, the US occupation of Hawai‘i, and the US occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan.

The class will end with student presentations on specific examples of Protest under Occupation.

II. Texts
The primary texts for this course will be the following:

Eyal Benvenisti, The International Law of Occupation (Princeton University Press, 1993)

Gene Sharp, Waging Nonviolent Struggle (Porter Sargent Publishers, 2005)

These texts will be supplemented with a reader for the class. The reader can be purchased at Professional Image (on King Street, across from Seven-Eleven).

III. Assessment

There is no final exam for this course. The grade for this course will be determined as follows.

30 Points 
Quizzes (10 x 3 pts.)

Ten 3-point quizzes will be given in class. If you have been attending class, the quizzes will be easy, with questions drawn directly from class discussions and the readings.

30 Points
One-Page Reaction Papers (15 x 2 pts.)

Fifteen one-page reaction papers will be submitted, due at the beginning of class. These papers are intended to get you to think about the readings from the night before. The papers should be typed and have an introduction, a body and a conclusion. Plan these papers carefully so that you do not have a heavy load due during the last week. Unless you have a written agreement with me, late papers will not count.

30 Points
Term Paper (5 pts. + 5 pts. + 5 pts. + 15 pts.)
A 6-8 page term paper is due at the beginning of class on June 25, 2010. This is scheduled so that the last week can be spent on student presentations. Students can choose the same geographic area to discuss, but they may not choose the same topic. For example, two students may want to write about the Soviet occupation of he Baltic States. One student may choose Estonia, another Latvia. If two students choose Estonia, then they will need to focus on specific, separate events. 

The grading for the term paper will be as follows:

June 4, 2009
Topic Due (5 pts.)

June 10, 2009 Outline Due (5 pts.)

June 18, 2009 Draft Due (5 pts.)

June 25, 2009 Term Paper Due (15 pts.)

10 Points
Presentation

During the last week of class, students will present their research to the rest of the class. These presentations should be 20 minutes in length. A sign-up sheet will be sent around during the first week of class.

100 Points Total (Normal Grading Scale)

Any case of cheating or plagiarism will result in an automatic “F”!
IV. Student Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students are expected to be able to do the following:

A. Identify the qualifications of a State, according 1933 Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of States.

B. Identify the modes for acquiring and losing territory under international law.

C. Discuss humanitarian law as it applies to occupation.

D. Explain Articles 43 of the 1907 Hague Regulations.

E. Discuss the development of the 1907 Hague Regulations. 

F. Identify cases of occupation, as opposed to colonization.

G. Identify Martin Lurther King Jr.’s Four Basic Steps for Any Nonviolent Campaign.

H. Discuss Sharp’s theory of power and methods of nonviolent action.

I. Discuss the dynamics of nonviolent struggle as this relates to occupied territory and occupied States.

J. Discuss the effectiveness of nonviolent protest in the context of occupation.

K. Write coherent 1-page essays regarding the readings in class.

L. Write a well-organized research paper, properly supported by footnotes and a bibliography.

M. Present a summary of research findings in class and answer questions from the teacher and fellow students.

V. Schedule 

Week 1: May 26-28, 2010 

26
Discussion of Syllabus and Introduction of Terms

27
READER: “Legal Criteria of Statehood,” Ian Brownlie

28
READER: “Modes of Acquiring State Territory” and “Loss of State Territory,” 

L. Oppenheim

May 31, 2010: Memorial Day

Week 2: June 1-4, 2010

1
The International Law of Occupation, Eyal Benveniste, pp. 1-31

2
The International Law of Occupation, Eyal Benveniste, pp. 32-58

3
The International Law of Occupation, Eyal Benveniste, pp. 59-106

4
The International Law of Occupation, Eyal Benveniste, pp. 107-148

Week 3: June 7-11, 2010

7
The International Law of Occupation, Eyal Benveniste, pp. 149-190
8
The International Law of Occupation, Eyal Benveniste, pp. 191-216
9
Reader: “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” Martin Luther King. Jr.

10
Waging Nonviolent Struggle, Gene Sharp, pp. 13-49
June 11, 2010: Kamehameha Day

Week 4: June 14-18, 2010

14
Waging Nonviolent Struggle, Gene Sharp, pp. 359-396

15
Waging Nonviolent Struggle, Gene Sharp, pp. 397-434

16
Waging Nonviolent Struggle, Gene Sharp, pp. 435-490

17
Waging Nonviolent Struggle, Gene Sharp, pp. 491-524

18
READER: Nonviolent Protest during Germany’s occupation of Vichy France
Week 5: June 21-25, 2010

21
READER: Nonviolent Protest during Indonesia’s occupation of East Timor
22
READER: Nonviolent Protest during Israel’s occupation of Palestine 

23
READER: Nonviolent Protest during the Soviet occupation of the Baltic States 

(Part I)
24
READER: Nonviolent Protest during the Soviet occupation of the Baltic States 

(Part II)
25
READER: Nonviolent Protest during the US occupation of Hawai‘i (Part I)

Week 6: June 28-July 2, 2010
28
READER: Nonviolent Protest during the US occupation of Hawai‘i (Part II)

29
READER: Nonviolent Protest during the US occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan

30
Student Presentations

1
Student Presentations

2
Student Presentations

Pau! Have a wonderful rest of the summer!!

